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Preface

Te sources used for this edition are:
O – Canoni et obblighi di cento et dieci sorte sopra l’Ave Maris Stella di Francesco Soriano 

[…] a tre, quatro, cinque, sei, sete e oto voci, Giovan Batista Robleti, Rome 1610. It is 
a movable-type print with mostly a single part (guida), the other parts (conseguenti) 
being  derived  from  the  fugue  key;  in  only  a  few cases,  more  than  one  part  is 
explicitly given separately. Te copy used is in the Museo Internazionale e Biblioteca  
di Musica in Bologna (Italy). 

M – Canoni partiti del Soriano a 3 4 5 6 7 8 voci sopra l’Ave Maris Stella, a manuscript of 
approximately the same time of O, containing all the 110 canons, with all the parts 
writen in full, in score format with bar lines. It also is in the Museo Internazionale e  
Biblioteca di Musica in Bologna (call no. U 205).

For all parts appearing in both sources (the guide and the occasional conseguenti), O 
and M agree thoroughly and this text has been given here. For all the remaining parts, 
the text given in M has been followed.

Editorial remarks

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by doted lines or parentheses.

• Corrections and notes have been indicated by small note numbers above the staff and refer to 
the critical notes below.

• Original time signatures and note values have been retained.

• All  marked  accidentals  have been retained,  even when superfluous  according  to  modern 
conventions;  however,  they  have  been  silently  ‘modernized’  when  current  conventions 
dictate a different sign (i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flatened note has been converted to a 
natural sign).

• O had no bar lines. For this edition, bar lines have been supplied as they appear in M.

• Accidentals above the staff are editorial suggestions.

• Occasionally O provides an accidentals above the staff to be used by the consequente: these 
accidentals have been indicated below the staff in this edition.

• Parts appearing in O have a full incipit (clef, time signature and frst note); parts appearing in 
M only have a clef-only incipit.

Critical notes:

1) O: fermata on following note.
2) O:  
3) O:  in front of note rather than above.
4) M: tied with next note.
5) M  has  one  more  measure  of  semibreves 

(with fermatas) for all the three voices.
6)  (actually ) missing in O, present in M.
7)  missing in O, present in M.
8) O:  with extra semibrevis.
9) Added by hand in O?

10) O:    corrected by hand into    ; M has    .
11) M:    sign original.
12) M:    is missing.
13) M has      instead of       .
14) M: tie missing.
15) M: all    are missing.
16) M: 
17) M: C instead of D.
18) O: F instead of E.
19) M: tied.
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