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P r e fa c e

This edition follows as faithfully as possible the original  1637 edition by Gardano-
Magni (Venice), a movable-type print originally in score format. The source used for the
edition is the copy in the Wroclaw University Library in Wroclaw (Poland). The title page
reads:

i l  q u i n t o  l i b r o

D ’  A  R  I  E
DA CANTARSI AD UNA VOCE Con la Spinetta

& Con le littere per la Chitarra
di

STEFANO LANDI
romano

Musico nella Cappella Di N. S. e Cherico Beneficiato
in S. Pietro.

dedicate

AL SERENISSIMO PRINCIPE

G I O.   C A R L O
D I   T O S C A N A

Con Licenza de Superiori, & Privilegio.

STAMPA DEL GARDANO
I N   V E N E T I A   M D C X X X V I I

Appresso Bartolomeo Magni

E d i t i o n s

Two editions are available,  Urtext and Modern performing. They differ only for two
aspects:

• Clefs: the Urtext edition keeps the original clefs; the modern performing edition only
uses ,  and  clefs.

• Perfection: in the Urtext edition,  perfectæ breves and  semibreves are implicit; in the

modern performing edition, they are given an augmentation dot.
The two editions are identical under all other respects.

E d i t o r i a l  r e m a r k s

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by dotted lines or parentheses.

• Original time signatures, note values, ties, slurs and bar lines have been retained.

• All  marked  accidentals  have been retained,  even when superfluous  according to modern

conventions;  however,  they  have  been  silently  ‘modernized’  when  current  conventions
dictate a different sign (i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flattened note has been converted to a
natural sign).

• Accidentals above the staff are editorial suggestions.
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• Coloration is indicated by angle brackets (       ).┌ ┐

• In all pieces under the  prolatio maior ( and derived), crochets were notated as  if non-

coloured and as  if coloured; both forms have been normalized to the modern crochet shape
 (with coloration indication, if present).

T e x t

The poetical text has been reconstituted as it was in the source keeping all the ortho-
graphic variations with no interventions but with the following exceptions:
• u and v have been normalized;

• e as copula and è as conjunction have been silently corrected in è and e respectively;

• a few obvious typographic errors (like dhe for deh) have been silently corrected.

In the source, all stanzas except the first were added as text after the music; they
have been set to the notes for the ease of the performer.

T h e  L i t t e r e  p e r  l a  C h i t a r r a

The source does not include a table for the littere used in the score; however, such a
table  can  be  easily  supplied  from many other  sources  of  the  same period,  like  for
instance Biagio Marini’s Affetti musicali:

C r i t i c a l  n o t e s :

1) Original: punctum divisionis after the note.
2) Original position of previous littera.
3) Sharp added by hand on source.
4) Original position of next littera.
5) Original position of syllable ti.
6) Original text: cor.
7) amando in line 2 was originally in parentheses.
8) Original:  .
9) Original text in line 4: baci.
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