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P r e fa c e

This edition reproduces Telemann’s works for one instruments and continuo (twv
class 41) for which the (bass) viola da gamba is explicitly stated as an instrument, either as
the  only  possibility  or  one among several.  It  does  not  include works  which could be
performed on the viola da gamba or could be (or have been) adapted to the viola da gamba.

The inclusion of the Sonata in g maj.  twv 41:g 6 from the getreue Music-Meister is
slightly speculative: the sonata title proper at p. 93 of the print only indicates dessus de viole
as an instrument, but in the index of the whole work this sonata is listed twice, once in the
Dessus de Viole (treble viol) section and once in the Viola di Gamba (bass viol) section, thus
justifying the bass viol as a possible choice.

The sources used for this volume are Telemann own’s prints of Der getreue Music-
Meister, Hamburg 1728 and of the Essercizzi musici, Hamburf 1740 ca.

Editorial remarks

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by dotted lines or parentheses.
• Original clefs, time and key signatures, note values, ties, slurs, bar lines and beamings have been

retained. However, notes dotted across bar lines have been silently converted to two tied notes.
• Continuo figures, originally above the staff, have been moved below it, as it is more common

today.
• All  marked  accidentals  have  been  retained,  even  when  superfluous  according  to  modern

conventions; however, they have been silently ‘modernised’ when today conventions dictate a
different sign (i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flattened note has been converted to a natural sign).

• All 1. and 2. voltas are editorial typographic additions; the source only had the changing part of
the two measures, marked by a curved line underneath; for this edition measures have been
completed (and marked so with square brackets).

• Accidentals above the staff or in small type between parentheses are editorial suggestions.
• Essercizii musici originals were in three separate parts; for this edition they have all been set into

score format.

Critical notes:

1. Here and in the whole mouvement, the  rests were originally notated as 
2. See the preface for more information on the possible instrumentations of this sonata.
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Georg Philipp Telemann
(1681 — 1767)

I n s t r u m e n ta l  wo r k s  f o r  Vi o l a  da  G a m b a

t w v  4 1  –  Wo r k s  f o r  1  v. d . g .  &  c o n t i n u o

(1) Sonata in e min.,  twv 41:e 5
(2) Sonata in g maj.,  twv 41:g 6
(3) Sonata in a min.,  twv 41:a 6
(4) Sonata in b maj., twv 41:b 3
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