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P r e fa c e

This edition reproduces verbatim Theorod Schwartzkoppf’s Partie (= Partita) à Viola
da Gamba Solo  con Cembalo contained  in  a  manuscript  in  the  Universitätsbibliothek
Rostock, shelf mark Musica Sæc. xvii 5817.

The manuscript is in separate parts and has been set in score format for this edition.
It was originally rather cleanly albeit quickly written, but in several cases the ink both spred
and showed through on the other side making the text occasionally hard to read.

In the manuscript the solo part was written in G clef on first line (French clef or recorder
clef) and the bass part mostly in bass clef. Original clefs have been kept in the score; three
separate parts have been provided for the solo: one also keeping the original clef, one  in the
treble clef  most  commonly used for  treble  instruments  and one in the alto clef  most
commonly used for viola da gamba literature, making the solo part readily accessible both
to treble instuments, like violin / treble viol / pardessu de viole, and to bass viol.

E d i t o r i a l  r e m a r k s

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by dotted lines or parentheses.
• Original key signatures, time signatures, note values, ties, slurs, bar lines and beamings have been

retained. Original clefs are retained in the score, while separate parts adopt the clefs most commonly
used today with each instrument.

• All marked accidentals have been retained, even when superfluous according to modern conventions;
however, they have been silently ‘modernised’ when today conventions dictate a different sign
(i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flattened note has been converted to a natural sign).

• Accidentals above the staff or in small type between parentheses are editorial suggestions.
• In the source, the continuo figures were above the staff; in this edition they have been moved

below the staff, which is more common in modern editions.

C r i t i c a l  n o t e s :

1. The source had a “1. and 2. volta” structure in the first voice but not in the bass, which has

no repeat and some extra notes instead:  .
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