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P r e fa c e

This edition reproduces the 1732 ca. Amsterdam edition by Michel-Charles Le Cène
(son-in-law of  Estienne Roger  and for  a  time co-owner  of  his  shop).  It  is  a  carefully
engraved print, already in score format. The source used for this edition is the copy in the
Bibliothèque nationale de France in Paris.

The title page reads:

xii Sonate
le Prime Cinque / à Violoncello Solo e Basso

e le Altre Sette / à due Violoncelli
Overo due Viole di Gamba

Opera Prima
del S. Giorgio Antoniotti

Milanese
Amsterdam

Speza (sic) di Michele Carlo le Cene

Giorgio  Antoniotto (d’Arduni),  a  Milanese  descender  of  the local  branch of  the
noble  Genovese  family of  Adorno (to which the mother  of  Theodor Wiesengrund
Adorno also belonged) spent his life in the Spanish service initially and as a teacher in
Geneva later, while frequenting the European courts. He was known as a violin and
violoncello player and as a theorist for his treatise L’Arte armonica.

As viola da gamba is listed as a possible instrument at least for some of the sonatas and
viola da gamba literature uses more often alto clef than tenor clef, separate parts using the
alto clef and with chords adapted for the bass viola da gamba string tuning have been
provided for the use of violists.

E d i t o r i a l  r e m a r k s

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by dotted lines or parentheses.
• Original clefs, time and key signatures, note values, ties, slurs, bar lines and beamings have been

retained.
• All  marked  accidentals  have  been  retained,  even  when  superfluous  according  to  modern

conventions; however, they have been silently ‘modernised’ when today conventions dictate a
different sign (i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flattened note has been converted to a natural sign).

• Accidentals above the staff or in small type between parentheses are editorial suggestions.
• In the source, the continuo figures were above the staff; in this edition they have been moved

below the staff, which is more common in modern editions.

C r i t i c a l  n o t e s :

1. No dot in the source.
2. Original: 
3. Original: F.
4. 1. e  2. volta not original; in the source both are combined in a single measure with fermatas

marking the 2. volta ending point.
5. Original: 
6. Original: 
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