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P r e fa c e

This edition reproduces the Hummel print of Abel’s  6 Easy Sonattas published in
Amsterdam  around  1771,  an  elegant,  well  engraved  print.  The  source  used  for  the
edition is the copy in the Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Dresden.

The score — intended as a harpsichord part — is reproduced verbatin (excepted for
the  notes  below)  and  separate  parts  are  added,  the  right  and  the  left  hand  of  the
harpsichord providing the violin and continuo parts. As viola da gamba is also (actually,
primarily)  quoted  as  a  possible  instrumentation,  a  viola  da  gamba  separate  part  is
added, reading the treble key of the right hand part as an 8va bassa treble key, as it was
used  in  later  xviii c.  viola  da  gamba  works,  and  rendered  with  an  alto  —  or
occasionally bass — key.

Editorial remarks

• All editorial additions are placed above the staff or marked by dotted lines or parentheses.
• Original  time signatures,  note values,  ties,  slurs,  bar lines  and beamings have been retained.

About the treatment of keys, see the Preface.
• All  marked  accidentals  have  been  retained,  even  when  superfluous  according  to  modern

conventions; however, they have been silently ‘modernised’ when today conventions dictate a
different sign (i.e.: a sharp used to raise a flattened note has been converted to a natural sign).

• Accidentals above the staff or in small type between parentheses are editorial suggestions.
• In the source, the continuo figures were above the staff; in this edition they have been moved

below the staff, which is more common in modern editions.

C r i t i c a l  n o t e s :
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